
134  Christmas Cardigan

Pattern for sLeeve CUffs (multiple 
of 11 sts)
Row 1 (WS): Purl.
Row 2: Knit.
Row 3: Purl.
Row 4: *K2tog, k3, yo, k1, yo, k3, k2tog*; 
rep * to * across.
Rows 5, 7, 9, 11, and 13: Purl.
Rows 6, 8, 10, and 12: Work as for Row 4.
Rows 14 and 15: Knit.
Row 16: Purl.
Row 17: Knit.
Repeat Rows 4-17.

i nstrUCt ions
BaCk 
With Color 1, CO 82 (92) sts and work in 
stockinette for 1¼ in / 3 cm. Knit 1 row on 
WS (foldline) and then knit 4 rows in gar-
ter st. Change to stockinette, and, at the 
same time, decrease 8 (10) sts evenly spaced 

sizes: S-M (M-L)

f i n ished measUrements
Length: 17¼ (18½) in / 44 (47) cm
Chest: 37½ (41¼) in / 95 (105) cm
Sleeve length: 18½ (19¼) in / 47 (49) cm

materiaLs
Yarn: CYCA #4 (afghan/aran/worsted), 
Garnstudio Drops Alaska (76 yd/69 m / 
50 g; 100% wool)
Yarn Amounts: 
Color 1: Dark Red #11, 8 (9) balls 
Color 2: Off White #02, 6 (6) balls
Needles: U.S. size 6 / 4 mm
Notions: 6 buttons; stitch holder
Gauge: 17 sts and 22 rows in pattern = 4 x 
4 in / 10 x 10 cm.
Adjust needle size to obtain correct gauge 
if necessary.

This graphic pattern is really fun to knit. It can look like blocks or flowers, de-
pending on how you choose to regard it. The wavy pattern of the long sleeve cuffs 
will beautifully warm your frozen wrists.
 On Christmas Eve morning, Maria is up early to make sure that all the last 
minute Christmas preparations are ready before she wakes the rest of the family 
with a traditional Christmas breakfast. She inherited her fine nightgown from 
her grandmother as well as the pretty, antique Christmas ornaments that are 
lovingly taken out of the old boxes every year.
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Christmas Cardigan  137

each side. Increase the same way every 1½ 
in / 4 cm 3 more times = 82 (90) sts. Work 
the new sts with Color 2. When piece 
measures 9¾ (10¼) in / 25 (26) cm, shape 
armhole: BO 3,2,1,1,1,1 (3,2,2,1,1,1) sts 
on every other row at each side = 64 (70) 
sts rem. 
Work a total of 5 pattern repeats in length 
and end with 2 rows with Color 2. Work 
the rest of the back with Color 1. When 
armhole measures 7½ (8¼) in / 19 (21) cm, 
BO the center 18 (20) sts for back neck. 

on the 2nd stockinette row = 74 (82) sts 
rem. Change to Color 2, work 2 rows in 
stockinette and then work following the 
chart, always knitting the outermost st at 
each side as an edge st. Work 4 (5) pattern 
repeats between the edge sts. 
Note: On size S-M, work 4 sts with Color 
2 between the edge st and pattern repeats 
on both sides so that the pattern will be 
centered on the back.
When piece measures 2 in / 5 cm from the 
foldline, increase 1 st inside the edge st at 

sLeeves
With Color 1, CO 57 (57) sts and work 
in pattern for sleeve cuffs, always knitting 
the outermost st at each side as an edge 
st. Repeat the pattern 2 times = 31 rows. 
Change to Color 2, work 2 rows in stocki-
nette, decreasing 7 (7) sts evenly spaced 
inside edge sts on the 1st row of stocki-
nette = 50 (50) sts rem. Now work follow-
ing the chart, with the pattern inside the 
edge sts. When sleeve measures 13 (16) 
cm, increase 1 st inside edge st at each side. 
Increase the same way every 1¼ in / 3 cm 5 
(7) more times = 62 (66) sts. Work new sts 
into pattern.
When sleeve is 18½ (19¼) in / 47 (49) cm 
long, shape sleeve cap: BO 3 sts at each 
side. Now decrease 1 st inside edge st at 
each side on every other row 13 (14) times 
and then BO 2 sts at beginning of every 
row 8 (8) times. BO rem 14 (16) sts. Make 
the second sleeve the same way.

front Bands
Pick up the 6 sts set aside on left front and, 
with Color 1, work in k1, p1 ribbing except 
for the last st next to front edge (to be used 
for seaming) which is always knitted as an 
edge st. Continue in ribbing until band, 
when slightly stretched, reaches neckline. 
BO.
Mark spacing for 6 buttons along band: 
Place lowest button 1½ in / 4 cm from 
lower edge and top button ⅜ in / 1 cm 
from neckline, with the rest spaced evenly 
between. 

Work each side separately. 
Shape shoulder: BO 7,6,6 (7,7,7) sts on 
every other row and, at the same time, BO 
2 sts on every other row at neck edge 2 
times. Work the other side the same way, 
reversing shaping.

Left front
With Color 1, CO 47 (52) sts and work in 
stockinette for 1¼ in / 3 cm. Knit 1 row on 
WS (foldline). Place the outermost 6 sts at 
front edge on a holder. Knit 4 rows in gar-
ter st. Change to stockinette and, on the 
2nd row, decrease 4 (5) sts evenly spaced 
across = 37 (41) sts rem. Change to Color 
2 and work 2 rows in stockinette. Now 
work following the chart, always knitting 
the outermost st at left side as an edge 
st. Work 2 (2½) pattern repeats across 
inside edge sts (the half repeat in size M-L 
should be placed at center front).
Note: On size S-M, work 4 sts with Color 
2 between the edge st and the pattern 
repeats on the left side to that the pattern 
will be placed correctly at the front edge.
When at same length, increase at side and 
bind off for armhole as for back = 32 (35) 
sts rem. When armhole measures 6¼ (6¾) 
in / 16 (17) cm, BO 5,2,2,2,2 (6,2,2,2,2) 
sts on every other row at neck edge. When 
at same length, shape shoulder as for back.

right front
Work as for left front, reversing shaping.
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138  Christmas Cardigan

1 repeat

}
= dark red

= o� white

Work the right front band as for left band 
but make buttonholes spaced as for but-
tons. For each buttonhole: On RS, rib 2 
sts, BO 2 sts, rib 2 sts. On the next row, 
CO 2 sts over the gap.

f i n ish i ng
Read the information about blocking and 
finishing on page 141 and then block and 
seam cardigan. Turn facings in and sew 
down on WS. Sew on buttons.

neCkBand
Begin and end neckband inside front 
bands. With Color 1, pick up and knit 
approx. 55 (60) sts along neck. Work in 
stockinette for ¾ in / 2 cm. Change to 
Color 2 and knit 1 row on WS (foldline). 
Work in stockinette for ¾ in / 2 cm. BO 
all sts. Turn in neckband at foldline and 
sew down on WS.
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Always begin any knitting or crochet proj-
ect with a gauge swatch. That way you can 
be sure that you are using the right needle 
or crochet hook size and that the final re-
sult will have the dimensions as intended 
in the pattern. Here’s how to make a gauge 
swatch:
 Knit or crochet a swatch that is 4 x 4 
in / 10 x 10 cm using the needles or hook 
recommended in the instructions. Next, 
count the number of stitches and rows 
and compare your swatch with the recom-
mended gauge. If there are more stitches 
than specified in the instructions, change 
to a slightly larger size needle or hook. If 
there are fewer stitches, try a smaller size 
needle or hook.
 You don’t have to use the yarn suggested 
in the pattern but if you substitute another 
yarn—or even a totally different type of 
yarn—it is especially important to make 
a gauge swatch because different types of 
yarn produce different gauges.
 If you are working a pattern with sev-
eral colors, you might want to wind a small 
ball of each color. That makes it easier to 
keep the strands separate as you work and 
avoid unnecessary tangling.
 The best thing about making your own 
cardigan—apart from the satisfaction of 
creating something pretty with your own 
hands—is that you can fit the sweater 
to your own measurements and desires. 
If, for example, you want to lengthen a 
sweater—no problem! Just measure and 
follow your own measurements.

 Bind off all pieces loosely and allow 
some extra time for finishing and sewing 
your cardigan together. First, dampen all 
the pieces a little by spraying water on the 
pieces and then pressing them lightly with 
a steam iron so that they will assume the 
correct shape and so that any edges rolling 
in will be smoothed out. However, before 
you iron the cardigan, read the informa-
tion on the yarn ball band. Some yarns 
such as synthetics, angora, and other long-
haired fibers should not be pressed. Also 
take extra care with cotton yarn because 
cotton is not as elastic and can lose its 
shape if ironed too hard.
 Let the pieces dry completely before 
sewing the cardigan together. It is best to 
seam the sweater with the same yarn that 
you knitted or crocheted with. You can use 
the extra yarn from the cast-on tail or ends 
left from cutting the skein. That helps you 
avoid having too many ends to weave in.
 It is smart to save the yarn ball band 
with the garment care instructions so that 
you will know how to wash and care for 
the garment in the best way.
 Last but not least: Give yourself a lot of 
time to create, enjoy your handwork, and 
avoid stressing when you are knitting or 
crocheting. Part of the charm is the time 
you have to sit still and see how the work 
develops. As your reward, you’ll have a 
unique cardigan that is well-made and will 
keep you warm for a long time.

tips from the author
aBBrev iat ions
BO bind off (British: cast off)
ch chain
cm centimeter(s)
CO cast on
dc double crochet (= British  
 treble crochet)
in inch(es)
k knit
k2tog knit 2 together (right-leaning  
 decrease)
m meter(s)
mm millimeter(s)
p purl
rem remain(s)(ing)
rep repeat(s)
rnd(s) round(s)
RS right side
sc single crochet (= British  
 double crochet)
sl slip
ssk (slip one knitwise) 2 times,  
 insert left needle into back of  
 the 2 sts and knit together  
 through back loops (left- 
 leaning decrease; substitutes  
 for sl 1, k1, psso)
st(s) stitch(es)
stockinette  = British stocking st
t-ch turning chain
WS wrong side
wyb with yarn held in back
wyf with yarn held in front
yd yard(s)
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